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Requested Action:  

Consider approval  to release the Not ice of Exemption for authoriz ing the General  
Manager to approve the North of Delta Offstream Storage/Sites Reservoir 
Feasibil ity Geotechnical  Investigations and re lease a Not ice of Exemption 
consistent with comments from the Environmenta l Work Group, Reservoir Committee 
recommendat ions and concurrence from the Sites Project Author ity ’s Coord inat ion 
Committee.  

Detailed Description/Background: 

The Reservoir Committee, at the ir June 20, 2019 meeting, considered this i tem with 
any act ion to be reported at  the Authority’s  June 24, 2019 meet ing. 

Since the May 17, 2019 Reservoir Committee meet ing, staff  have cont inued to 
coordinate with Reclamation on the scope of work associated with conducing 
geotechnica l eva luat ions of soi l  and bedrock character ist ics that are important  to 
reduce cost uncerta int ies in the est imate of the project ’ s construct ion costs, which is  
a part of the federa l Feasib i l i ty Report . Locat ions for these geotechnical eva luat ions 
have been se lected to provide addit ional  information at key Sites Project faci l i t ies whi le 
avoid ing and minimizing impacts to environmental and cultura l resources,  as wel l  as 
current agricultural and wi ldl i fe refuge pract ices.  

Based on cont inued efforts  to better define the scope of work for the col lect ion of 
addit iona l geotechnica l data and to better analyze the potent ia l  e f fects associated with 
this f ie ld data col lect ion, impacts have been determined to be local ized, temporary, 
and minor.  As such, the Geotechnica l Invest igat ions meet the cr iter ia for  a Categor ical  
Exemption pursuant to CEQA Guide l ines Sect ion 15304 and 15306 and staff is now 
preparing a Not ice of Exempt ion. Simi lar ly, Reclamat ion, p lans to complete a 
Categor ica l Exclusion. Preparat ion of the Not ice of Exempt ion (and paral le l  NEPA 
Categor ica l Exc lusion) and permit appl icat ions are nearly complete.  The Environmental 
Work Group reviewed the CEQA Notice of Exemption. A recommendation from that Work 
Group wi l l  be provided at the June 20, 2019 Reservoir Committee meeting. Addit ional  
AB52 consul tat ion which could potent ia l ly a ffect local t r iba l resources has been 
in it iated. 

Prior Authority Board Action: 

The Reservoir Committee, at the ir May 17, 2019 meeting:  

CEQA: Approved a recommendation to publ ish the revised Draft  Ini t ia l  Study cons istent  
with the comments and edits  provided by the 2019 Ad Hoc Environmenta l and Permitt ing 
Work Group. S imi lar ly, the Si tes Project  Authori ty,  at  thei r May 21, 2019 meeting, 
approved a recommendation to delegate re lease of th is  document to the Coordinat ion 
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Committee pending the Committee’s review of the vers ion that has been approved by 
the 2019 Ad Hoc Environmental  and Permitt ing Work Group. 

Progress and Informat ion reports were provided at  both the March 22, and Apr i l  18, 
2019, Reservoir Committee meetings.  

Permit Appl icat ions: Approved a recommendat ion to submit the appl icable permit  
appl icat ions and fees consistent  with the comments and edits provided by the 2019 Ad 
Hoc Environmental  and Permitt ing Work Group. Simi lar ly, the Sites Project  Authori ty, 
at thei r May 21, 2019 meeting, approved a recommendation to delegate submission of 
the permit appl icat ions to the Coord inat ion Committee pending their review of the 
version that has been approved by the 2019 Ad Hoc Environmenta l and Permitt ing Work 
Group. 

Fiscal Impact/Funding Source: 

None. 

Staff Contact: 

Ali  Forsythe/Rob Thomson/Kevin Spesert  

Attachments:  None. 


